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Faith in ministry includes setting goals so incredibly bold that you’re bound to fail unless God moves in a 
miraculous way. God has lead me to lead people to expand. And we want to expand greatly. Expansion 
represents transformed lives, people connected to Jesus and His saving power, and people living their best 
lives for His cause in our world. 

God has designed all living things to reproduce, to multiply and to expand. It’s the 
way things work. How much more His church? 
  

The Bible opens straight out of the gate with a Creation Commission for all human beings created in the 
image of God: “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” (Genesis 1:26-28). 
The gospels open with Jesus calling for the same. He taught kingdom expansion in parable after parable. The 
King is looking for hearts that, like good soil, bear fruit 30, 60, and a 100 fold (Matthew 13:23). The kingdom 
begins small like a mustard seed and grows into a large mustard tree. The kingdom is seemingly insignificant 
at first like yeast in a lump of dough but grows in significance as it permeates the world. The kingdom 
progressively advances like the growing seed becoming first the blade, then the ear and then the full grain in 
the ear. (Mark 4:26-29). Growth. Increase. Expansion. It’s what the kingdom does. It’s what KAINOS people 
do! 
 
Jesus’ final words in the gospels – the Great Commission – is an expansion of the Creation Commission: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations,” (Matthew 28:18-20). Reproduce yourselves. Multiply. It’s a 
Church vision for expansion for us at KAINOS! 
 

I therefore regularly ask myself what I think is possible, based on God, who says all 
things are possible? 
 
What is the answer in practical terms for the expansion of our church and the ministry? 
“Setting a bold goal that is bound to fail unless God moves in a miraculous way” (which you see at KAINOS 
in every way!!!) 
It is in the realm of the impossible that faith works. 
 
None of this happens by accident. We pray and work hard. 
We develop the skills to reach our members, partners, and communities. 
Expansion thinking focuses on building Big, Quality people. 
BIG-QUALITY-EXPANSION! 
 
Seek God during these 21 Days, linger in His Presence, hear what God has to say and then believe Him 
for big, big things. God is more committed to expansion than you realize. 
God’s kingdom works by EXPANSION! 
 

 
“Expanding My Expectations”, 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Carol E. Dixon, Chief Apostle 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Instruction for 21Days of Consecration 

 
 

We are fasting during this time: 

1 Meal A Day 

Good Fruit, Soup and Salad all other time 

Drink Plenty of Water 

No Sweets Monday – Friday… Weekends Only 

 
Remember use wisdom if you are on Medication or under a Doctor’s care, you 

must follow your Doctors instruction. 

 

There is a $3.00 offering each day for the 21 days, which totals $63.00.   

You can turn it in before or on January 30, 2022. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“THE CALL TO ABIDE” 

1. Set time every day to pray. 
2. Read the Bible. 
3. Get involved in ministry.  
4. Actively seek the Holy Spirit. 

 
Jesus gives helpful instruction to every believer in John 15. This passage overflows with encouragement to 
cling tightly to Christ (the Vine) as His Father (the Vinedresser) cares for Him and for us. We learn what it 
means to abide. Abiding in Christ means bearing patiently as he instructs and guides. Through abiding, we 
learn to endure without giving up as we wait for his good timing. 

WHAT IS ABIDING? 
This process allows believers to endure any and everything life throws our way this side of heaven. How?    
Through Christ. 

We can remain unwavering in the Lord, through the power of the Spirit dwelling in us and by abiding in 
Christ our Savior!  
 
John 15:4-7 “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me, he 
is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” 
 
These verses emphasize the personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Here, abiding is a need for the Lord, 
incorporating Him into daily life, and depending on Him. Abiding with Jesus Christ is where the believer 
grows in righteousness, where that individual begins to do good works for the Kingdom of God, and where a 
deep relationship with God grows. Abiding involves maintaining that special relationship with the Savior. 

What Does It Mean to Abide in Christ? 

As seen in John 15, abiding in Christ is the key to salvation and developing a strong relationship with God. 
One abides with Christ primarily by being in proximity with Him through fellowship and being sustained by 
Him while partnering with His work for the Kingdom of God. The believer strives to be steadfast and faithful 
in the relationship, while partnering with the Lord for His glory. Unlike the covenants of the Old Testament, 
such as the one between Abraham and God in Genesis 17, each party was obligated to achieve their half of 
the agreement.  
God fulfilled our obligations to the Law through Jesus’ sacrifice. Instead of meeting obligations in order to try 
and maintain one’s own righteousness, we are invited to have a personal relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ. Seeking this relationship is abiding with Christ.  
 
In the heart of His final teachings to His disciples, Jesus took time to remind His disciples who He was, how 
to bear fruit, how to love, how to abide in Him, and how other people in this world aren’t going to like them 
for it. 

Jesus didn’t sugar coat the message, but yet He delivered a message of hope that as we align our 
hearts to Jesus, we align our heart to God, and we gain everything because of it.  



 

 

Four Ways We Can Abide in Christ and 
His Word 

 

1. Set time every day to pray. 

Having consistent time to go to God with thanksgiving and requests is an important element to abiding with 

the Lord. Just like relationships with friends and family, speaking with the Lord regularly and honestly is key 

to growing in His love. 

2. Read the Bible. 

God preserved His Word for every generation. Spending time learning more about who He is and what He 

has done for His people will expand the personal knowledge one has of the Lord, strengthening the 

relationship. 

3. Get involved in ministry.  

When Jesus speaks about abiding with Him, some of it involves partnering with the Lord for His glory and 

for the Kingdom of God. Investing in the things of God means investing in eternal things. Working for the 

Lord requires one to lean on Him more and grow a deeper relationship with Him. 

4. Actively seek the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is the Comforter sent to indwell - and abide - within each believer. Upon accepting salvation, 

the Spirit begins to transform the individual. The Holy Spirit cultivates the good fruits and character traits, 

convicts the individual of sin, and produces transformation. Seeking this element of God that actually abides 

with us teaches us to better abide with Him. 

Abiding with God is a special relationship that He offers to each individual. After the miracle of salvation, 

people can grow close to the one created them, saved them, and with whom they will spend eternity.  

Abide with the Lord, and receive the blessing of knowing God personally……” that whatsoever ye shall ask 

of the Father in my name, he may give it you”. John 15:16b 

 

 



 

 

WEEK 1   

5 Days  January 9
th

 – 13
th

  

READ AND REFLECT 

 
READ John 15 all the way through. Now read John 15 again — preferably in a different Bible translation to 

get a clearer perspective of what the passage is saying. Get in the habit of asking good questions and taking 

notes! 

What observations or questions come to mind? 

What repetitive words or phrases do you notice? 

What words stand out that are worth looking at in different Bible translation? 

TIP: A study Bible is going to come in handy with this chapter. Take note of different cross-references and 

study notes as you read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WEEK 2 

 5 Days  January 14
th

 – 18
th

  

THE TRUE VINE  

(JOHN 15:1-10) 

 

Don’t you just love the word pictures Jesus used to explain ideas. We start in John 15:1-11 with Jesus stating 

He is the true vine, His Father the Gardner and His disciples the branches. But why did He choose this as the 

analogy here? In order to understand it, we need to know a little HISTORY. Read Isaiah 5:7 and Psalms 80:8-

16 to see how Israel was referred to in the Old Testament. What was going on with Israel in these verses? 

How were they falling short? How does that make Jesus’ claim to be the “true vine” that much more 

significant? 

 

There are two types of branches referred to in John 15:1-8: one that bears fruit and one that is fruitless. How 

do we know the fruit bearers from the fruitless? Read Matthew 7:15-23 to see how Jesus spoke about it 

throughout His ministry. What do you notice about how Jesus identifies someone that is fruitless? What do 

they often claim about themselves?  

 

What about the fruit bearers? How do they bear fruit? As we READ, Jesus explained it to His disciples using 

three different ways––all anchored around one word. Reviewing John 15:1-10, fill in the blanks below: 

We are to __________ in Jesus (vs. 4) 

We are to __________ in Jesus’ words (vs. 5) 

We are to __________ in Jesus’ love (vs. 9-10) 

The Greek word here means to abide or remain. You’ll notice that different Bible translations use either, but 

the idea is the same — as we stay deeply connected to Jesus, through His words and His love, we bear fruit. 

This isn’t about what WE can do, but WHAT Jesus does for us! 

 

DIGGING DEEPER (optional): It is out of our abiding in Christ that we can’t help but bear fruit. What fruit 

do we bear as we abide in Christ? To understand what Jesus means by “fruit,” we learn it best from the 

apostle Paul, who clearly articulated it in Galatians 5:22-23. But let’s read the CONTEXT surrounding this 

passage. Read Galatians 5:22-26 (if you want a deeper study read Galatians 5:13-26). How does this passage 

complement and clarify what Jesus said in John 15 about abiding in Christ (or belonging to Christ)? 

 

 



 

WEEK 3 

 5 Days   January 19
th

 – 23
rd

  

ASK AND IT WILL BE DONE  

(JOHN 15:7-17) 

 

When you see “Ask whatever you want and it will be done for you” (John 15:7b, NIV), what do you think 
this verse means at first glance? Back out a little farther to get more CONTEXT, and read the full verse of 
John 15:7. What could look like Jesus telling us that God is our personal genie, is not even close to true! Jesus 
said something similar in verse 16, but added that as we produce more fruit, God will give us what we ask. 
Note: as we abide in Christ, and bear more fruit — what are the things we would ask of God? We’ll ask for 
things that are aligned to the heart of God! Read 1 John 5:14-15 as our AUTHOR John explains it more 
deeply (and see Luke 22:42 to see Jesus applying this in Himself!). According to who’s will should we be 
asking for anything? How might this change the way you pray in the future? 
 
In John 15:13, Jesus nodded to His impending sacrificial death by saying “Greater love has no one that this: 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends,” (NIV). He then went on to say the disciples were His chosen friends 
(vs. 14-16). Why is this significant? As we uncover the HISTORY of the Old Testament, we realize there 
were only two people referred to as friends of God. Read Isaiah 41:8 and Exodus 33:11. Who were the two 
people in the Old Testament referred to as a friend of God?  
 
Now as we read today’s passage we realize that Jesus is offering the same privilege of being a friend to those 
that believe and are obedient in Him. What command do we need to obey in order to be friends of Jesus?                 
Read John 15:12 & 17 to see how Jesus bookends His lesson to ensure we don’t miss the answer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEK 4 

7 Days   January 24
th

 – 30
th

  

HATRED OF THE WORLD  

(JOHN 15:18-27) 

 

Starting in John 15:18, Jesus reminded His disciples that they may not get a choice of how people will react to 
their message of the gospel. People will respond to the disciples' message based on their opinion of Christ. If 
they hated Christ, they would hate the disciples, which may lead to persecution. Jesus then went on and said, 
“Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master’” (vs. 20, ESV). Stop. Jesus 
had said this before. Can you find where? Using the reference notes in a study Bible, find the Bible verse that 
captures Jesus saying this to His disciples previously and READ the verse (and verses around it for 
CONTEXT). 
Hint: If you don’t have a study Bible, the FREE YouVersion Bible app has the passage notes in the NIV and 
CSB translations.   
 
Based on John 15:22-24, Jesus claimed that people had no excuse for not knowing their sin,  now that He had 
come. He gave them the proof they needed through His word and works! Jesus showed that the people had 
no excuse for their sin and when they hated Jesus, they hated God the Father too. Yet they thought that they 
were serving God, by hating Jesus! We can see this articulated by Jesus previously in John 10:25-30, which 
gives us more CONTEXT. Why would Jesus equate hating Him to hating the Father? 
 
At the end of John 15, Jesus mentioned that the hate people had toward Him had fulfilled the law (vs. 25)! 
What is He referring to? There are two passages in the Old Testament that Jesus was talking about. Again, 
using a study Bible (or the NIV or CSB Bible translations in the YouVersion app), can you find and READ 
the two references that Jesus was citing in John 15:25? Hint: They are both in Psalms. 
The early Christians really knew how to accept the reality of being hated, and yet still be encouraged even 
when facing hardship. Read 1 Peter 4:12-13 to see how Paul and Peter spoke about it. How do these verses 
help encourage you as you APPLY this passage to your life today? 
 
ZOOM Bible Study 
(Every 5 Days at 7:00pm) 
Week 1 (Thursday) - Jan. 13 - John 15:1-27 
Week 2 (Tuesday) - Jan. 18 - John 15: 1-10 
Week 3 (Sunday) - Jan. 23 - John 15: 7-17 
Week 4(Friday) - Jan. 28 - John 15: 18-27 

Zoom Meeting link and call in information below..... 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7676270828?pwd=K2Z0S2pTVWtUbmlzUzRETW15SHBkQT09 

Meeting ID: 767 627 0828 

Passcode: CDM6650 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,7676270828#,,,,*0569925# US (Chicago) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7676270828?pwd=K2Z0S2pTVWtUbmlzUzRETW15SHBkQT09

